THE MISSION WAS SIMPLE: GATHER THE
TEAM, BOARD THE LAMPREY, FLY TO THE
PLANET WE NOW KNOW AS PASTICCIO,
AND FIND THE MISSING RESEARCHERS-
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NATURALLY, WE FOUGHT BACK.- HOW
WERE WE SUPPOSED TO KNOW THAT
THESE CREATURES USED TO BE THE
VERY RESEARCHERS WE WERE SENT
HERE TO FIND?

Y& | THEY WERE TRANSFORMED BY A
NEW KIND OF RADIATION WE HAVE
NEVER ENCOUNTERED BEFORE-

Sl MORE SPECIFICALLY, THEY WERE [REEEEEAS
il TRANSFORMED BY HIM. e
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GENEERATING ENTIEE PLANETS
FEROM SCEATCH TENDS TO
GENEEATE UNIQUE PROBLEMS
ALONG THE WAY- WHEN THE
SITUATION BECOMES Too
DANGEROUS O COMPLEX,
KAIM AND HIS TEAM ARE SENT
IN TO HELP-

MY NAME 1S KAIM RADAMON
AND | AM THE CAPTAIN OF THE
P.5.5. LAMPREY. | DEMAND
THAT YOU IDENTIFY YOURSELF
AND STAND DOWN .

GET READY, HUMANS. THE
PAIN WILL BE BRIEF, BUT
SOON YOU WILL BE A PART
OF OUR MIGHTY RACE.

VNG TONGUE | AM CALLED
LAY NoLIsTIS, AND | DON'
LTV TAKE ORDERS FROM

' TALKING BAGS OF

MEAT.

THIS PROTOPLANET 1S OWNED BY
THE PROTOSTAR CORPORATION AND
YOU ARE COMMITTING AN ACT OF
WAR. THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE
TO SURRENDER.-

ANUEL 1S READY TO
POUNCE - SHE KNOWS
WHAT COMES NEXT-

AND THIS IS YOUR LAST
CHANCE TO STAND AND
SPEAK AS A HUMAN
BEING!




A SAD EFFORT. YOUR
LITTLE TOYS MIGHT
WORK ON THE NEWLY

BUT | HAVE LIVED A
THOUSAND OF YOUR
LIFETIMES.-

SO WE CAN BE
TURNED INTO ONE OF
YOUR TEN-EYED
PUPPIES? | DON'T
THINK SO.

NOW CEASE THIS
POINTLESS
STRUGGLE-

| DON'T CARE HOW

OLD YOU ARE.- WE

OUTNUMBER YOU
FOUR-TO-ONE.

AH BUT YOU HAVEN'T
MET THE REST OF THE
FAMILY YET.
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ONCE AGAIN, THINGS GET
MORE COMPLICATED.--




THEY ARE THE DIELOTH,

THE SECOND STAGE OF

EVOLUTION FROM THE
BORLOTH

AND | THINK YOU WILL \

FIND THAT THEY ARE FAR
MORE THAN TEN-EYED
PUPPIES.-

THEY WILL TRY TO
ESCAPE- BRING
THEM TO ME.

THESE FOUR
HUMANS MUST BE
TRANSFORMED
IMMEDIATELY -

START WITH THE
FEMALES.-

| NEED TO BUY
SOME TIME.

GET BEHIND
ME!




LcoueH>
NICE WORK .
LcoueH>

LcoueH>
I THINK 8O-
LcoueH>

Il WILL BE IN A
MINUTE.

DAMN | LOVE
THOSE THINGS.-
WHERE CAN |

SORRY MAURO, \
THIS 1S THE ONLY
SET HE EVER
MADE.

SHE FLEW UP THE
NORTH PATH-

YOU &UYS HEAD DOWN THE SOUTH
TUNNEL AND LOOK FOR THE
SOURCE OF THIS RADIATION. AND BE CAREFUL.-




WHY WOULD PYX FLY '
OFF BY HERSELF? ; : CYGENUS

CY&GNUS, DO You
HAVE A LOCK ON
PYX?

A LITTLE NOOK AROUND
THE NEXT BEND.

THANKS. WHAT §
DID THE SENSORE

PICK UP ON THEY'RE BASICALLY
NOLISTIS AND TEN POUNDS OF
THE DIELOTH?

\ RADIOACTIVE CRAP IN A
3 \ \ FIVE POUND BAG-

ANUEL'S PHOTON
BEAMS JUST AREN'T
STRONG ENOUGH..

LET ME GUESS — —
YOU ARE
WORKING ON A
NEW SOLUTION
AS WE SPEAK.4 YOU KNOW IT, BOSS!
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TECHNICALLY CYEGNUS - - -

|S RETIRED. HE TRIED SETTULING DOWN ON ONE OF
THOSE PARADISE PLANETS.

SOMETHING TELLS ME THAT
| WILL BE THE SAME WAY.

ASSUMING | LIVE THAT LONG
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HEY, RIGHT BEFORE
YOU PUNCHED PYX,
SHE MENTIONED THE
: NAME DANIEL-

AND | HEARD YOU SAY
HIS NAME IN YOUR
SLEEP WHEN You

CRASHED ON THE LAB

COUCH LAST WEEK -

DO YOU WANT TO TALK
ABOUTIT?

NoT | FEEL LIKE | MIGHT CRACK IF

REALLY... ]
BUT- IDON TEGETITALL OUT.‘

AND | DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHERE TO
START-

DID DANIEL MAKE
YOUR GAUNTLETS?

YES. AND PYX'S WINGS. AND A Bl PYX AND | WERE
THOUSAND OTHER THINGS.- HE 5 ~  \ FRIENDS ONCE, IF YOU
WAS A GENIOUS IN vy ; N CAN BELIEVE THAT.

CYBERNETICS.

. B Iy SO WHAT HAPPENED
AND HE WAS LIKE e i VO BETWEEN YOU TWO?
A FATHER TO ME.- ' |




WAS THE DAY PYX ¢OT HER WINGS.

BETWEEN MY GAUNTLETS, HER
WINGS, AND OTHEE AMAZING
TECH, DANIEL WAS GOIN& TO
BE AN INTEREGALACLTIC STAR-

WS
! , IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A
N2 SHORT TEST BUN -

ESPECIALLY WHEN | WATCHED PYX LAUNCH
INTO THE AlR FOR THE FIERST TIME-

DANIEL HAD &IVEN PYX DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS

AND A LIST OF STRICT WARNINEGS.- B 12 TOLD HER WHERE TO FLY AND HOW HIGH TO &O. B,{ =
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AND FLEW STERAIGHT INTO AN
INVISIBLE MAGNETIC FIELD ON
THE BASE'S POWER GRID-




{ DANIEL DIDN'T WASTE A SECOND- T TR W /= seousHT AN
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HIS GENIOUS WAS £ % i FREQUENCY TO

ONLY EQUALLED v S ol St roEE PyX.
8Y HIS BRAVERY- My 0 4 " :
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HIS BOCKETPACK WASN'T AS
FAST O VERSATILE AS
PYX'S WIN&S, BUT AT LEAST
HE WAS PEEFARED- MY
GAUNTLETS WEEE BACK IN
THE LAB. SO ALL | coulLDb
DO WAS WATCH- AND PEAY -

SHE SHoULD HAVE DIED. BUT HEE WINGS WEEE MADE
FROM A GEID OF ELECTROCHEMICAL CELLS THAT
DANIEL DESIGNED TO STORE ENEREY -

THEY WEEE ALSO IMMUNE TO HIS MAGNET.- ALL OF
THE ENEREGY THAT SHE HAD ABSORBED FROM THE
GRID WAS TEANSFEEEED DIRECTLY INTO DANIEL -

8UT THE ONLY THING LEFT OF DANIEL WAS A CHAEEED UNIFOEM-
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SO WHEN YoU HEAR ME CALLING oUT HIS NAME IN THE
NIGHT, THAT IS ME RELIVING THIS NIGTHMARE, AND SEEING
HIS SMOLDERING CLOTHES FALLING FEOM THE SKY OVEE
AND OVEER AGAIN - AND PEOPLE WONDER WHY | HAVE ISSUES.




AND IT NEVER WOULD HAVE \
HAPPENED IF SHE HAD
JUST LISTENED TO HIM.

HAVE YOU EVER
TALKED TO HER
ABOUTIT?

SHE FILED HER
TRAN SFER PAPERS
THE NEXT DAY. £

| DIDN'T SEE HER
FOR YEARS UNTIL
WE ENDED UP ON
THE LAMPREY

TOGETHER-
-1

LISTEN, WHEN |
WAS A KID, MY DAL
TOLD ME-

HE WAS ABOUT
TO sAY
SOMETHING
INSIGHTFULL




CYENUS, MY
PHOTON BEAMS

ON THESE

MAURO, CAN YOU
GET UP? WE NEED
TOBOOK IT!

_/ IT MIGHT CONFUSE
TRY GIVING THEM THEM LONG ENOUGH
SOME LOW LEVEL FOR YOU TO GET
SCATTER auzs-r >N AWAY -

SO WHAT DID
YOUR DAD TELL
YOU WHEN You
ERE A KIDZ,

"WITHOUT FOREIVENESS,

THERE 1S NO FUTURE
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WHAT IN THE
~\ BLAZES?

CAPTAIN, | AM
SHOWING
BOGIES
HEADING FOR
THE LAMPREY,

AND THEY ARE
COMING FROM

PASTICClO-
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| CAN'TGETA
READING ON THEM
YET.

DO WHATEVER YOU
NEED TO DO TO
KEEP THE SHIP

SAFE.

IT'S EVERYTHING -
THIS MISSION -
THESE BATTLES,

IT'S STIRRING UP A
LOT OF OLD STUFF.

YOU WERE
YOUNG-

THAT ISN'T
AN EXCUSE.

IF | HAD JUST GOTTEN A
SET OF WINGS, | WOULD
HAVE LAUNCHED INTO
THE &KY TOO.-

DID ANYONE
EVER DIE
BECAUSE OF
youz

DOES THE
GUILT EVER 60O
AWAY?

KNOW.

ARE YOU OK?

l... | DON'T

NO, YOU WOULDN'T HAVE.
YOU ARE CAREFUL AND
CALCULATED AND SMART.

AND YOU HAVE LEARNED TO BE
ALL OF THOSE THINGS TOO.- |
HAVE MADE SOME HUGE
MISTAKES OVER THE YEARS.

NOT BY ITSELF,
NO.

EVENTUALLY, IT STOPS
COMING BACK .-

YOU NEED TO
FIGHT LIKE HELL
TO MAKE PEACE
WITH YOURSELF/

EVERY TIME THE
GUILT UNEARTHS
ITSELF, YOU NEED
TO BEAT IT BACK
NTO THE GROUND




AS A MATTER OF
FACT, | DO.

CYGNUS, ANY
UPDATES ON THE
BOGIES?
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LET'S JUST SAY IF You
DON'T HEAR FROM ME
IN TEN MINUTES, You
WON'T HAVE A RIDE
HOME.




COME ON YOoUu
GLOWING
BASTARDS, | KNOW
IT's Yyou.

AH, THAT'S
MORE LIKE IT!

I'VE 6OT A NEW »- ‘ Y SAME NARROWBAND \
TOY I'VE BEEN 2 0 & PHOTON TECH THAT
- ANUEL USED ON
YOUR PALS-

| WAS JUST TESTING
SOME NEW
EQUIPMENT,

AS A RETIRED
OFFICER, | AM NOT
LEGALLY ALLOWED
TO ENGAGE IN
BATTLE.

AND YOU
HOOLIGANS GOT IN
MY WAY.

SO IF ANYONE
ASKS,




DIELOTH POP OUT
OF A ROCK?

IT WON'T BE LONG
BEFORE THEY CATCH
UP WITH Us.

CY&GNUS, You
STILL ALIVE?

NOT LIKELY- WE
LUCKED OUT THE
FIRST TIME.-

THE ONLY PERSON WHO
REALLY KNEW THE TECH
BEHIND THOSE GAUNTLETS
WAS DANIEL ROTHT-

YESSIR-

| USED A MORE
POWERFUL
PHOTON BEAM ON

IS THERE ANY WAY
FOR US TO BOOST THE
POWER ON ANUEL'S

GAUNTLETS?

’e 7
(73

Ry
sy E4

-

BUT | MIGHT HAVE ANOTHER

SOLUTION. KEEP HEADING FOR

THE ATRIUM. WE SHOULD FIND
SOME ANSWERS THERE-




THE FIRST THING |
NOTICED WASN'T THE
GIANT ORANGE DOME,
OR EVEN THE
OVERPOWERING
METALLIC SMELL -

THE SENSORS ARE
GOING CRAZY.

THIS |S DEFINITELY WHERE
THE RESEARCHERS WERE
TRANSFORMED.-

THIS DIDN'T EVOLVE
HERE NATURALLY-
THIS WAS BROUGHT

IT'S BEAUTIFUL..-
AND HORRIBLE AT
THE SAME TIME

Bl

LIKE A THOUSAND KNIFE BLADES

BEING SHARPENED AT ONCE -

THIS 1S THE
SOURCE OF THE
BORLOTH
RADIATION -

WHAT ARE THOSE
BORLOTH DOING?
CONTAINING IT?
PROTECTING IT?

NO, CAPTAIN, THEY
ARE FEEDING IT-

—




IN YOUR LANGUAGE THAT
DOME WOULD BE CALLED
THE ENERGY HIVE.

4

THIS 1S WHERE YOUR
RESEARCHERS WERE MADE
INTO BORLOTH -

AND THIS |S WHERE YOU
WILL BE TRANSFORMED
AS WELL.-

WHY ARE THEY
GROWING THE
HIVEZ WHAT
HAPPENS ONCE IT
IS LARGER?

AND HOW LONEG CAN WE KEEP YOU TALKING
SO WE CAN FIGURE OUT WHAT TO DO NEXT?

T AT AT R T

WE ABSORBED THE RESEARCHERS!
KNOWLEDGE AND MEMORIES. WE KNOW
ABOUT THE SEVEN PLANETS YOU ARE
GENERATING IN THIS SYSTEM.

WE KNOW THAT IN 79 OF YOUR
EARTH DAYS THIS PROTOPLANET
WILL COLLIDE WITH ANOTHER TO
FORM ONE OF THOSE SEVEN
PLANETS

‘ HEN THAT COLLISSION OCCURS, THE
i HIVE WILL DETONATE, AND OUR ENERGY
WILL SPREAD THROUGHOUT THIS SYSTEM.
THE SEVEN PLANETS WILL BECOME
BORLOTH PLANETS.-

WHAT ABOUT THE PEOPLE \
IN THE RESEARCH BASES
IN THIS SYSTEM?

ALL WILL BECOME

BORLOTH. JUSTRel g

YOU WILL NOW. A4

| GIVE ANUEL THE SIGNAL




SHUTTLE. WE NEED
WHATEVER CYEGNUS

OULD YOU BELIEVE
THAT THE WORST
PART ABOUT THIS IS
YOUR NASTY
BREATH?

SERIOUSLY GUYS.
ITS LIKE DO&G VOMIT
MIXED WITH CY&'S
FIBER BARS.-

CAN WE JUST GET
THIS OVER WITH SO |
DON'T HAVE TO
SMELL THAT
ANYMORE??




WE NEED TO TALK.

HEY, KAIM AND
MAURO ARE STILL
DOWN THERE!

| KNOW. WE'LL
TAKE CARE OF
THEM SOON . | NEED TO TALK TO
YOou AouT
DANIEL. | DON'T THINK THIS
IS THE BEST TIME!

ON THE DAY HE DIED,
__| DANIEL TOLD ME THAT YOU
'S |MPORTANT. MAKE A GREAT TEAM.

/1 ALWAYS THOUGH
HE MEANT OUR
FRIENDSHIP. BUT
WHAT IF HE WAS
TALKING ABOUT OUE,
TECH? ;

THINK ABOUT IT.
YOUR GAUNTLETS
RELEASE ENERGY.-
MY WINGS ABSORB
AND HOLD IT-

| THINK DANIEL KNEW

THAT THE SUM COULD

BE GREATER THAN THE
INDIVIDUAL PARTS-




HE WAS NEVER
ABLE TO TELL US
ABOUT.

| KNOW | MADE A HORRIBLE
MISTAKE THAT DAY, AND IT
HAUNTS ME CONSTANTLY. o

DON'T PUT WORDS
IN HIS MOUTH - YOL
DON'T HAVE THE
RIGHT!

I'VE NEVER BEEN
ABLE TO FORGIVE
MYSELF. | DIDN'T
THINK | DESERVED
FORGIVENESS.

BUT THAT ENDS
TODAY .

I'M GOING TO
HONOR DANIEL'S
MEMORY AND SAVE

THEN I'M GOING TO
SAVE THIS DAMN
PROTOPLANET AND
ALL THE PEOPLE IN
THIS SOLAR SYSTEM.

AND YOU'RE GOING
TO HELP ME.

SOMETHING
YOU HAVE
WANTED TO DO
FOR YEARS.-




THE FEMALES WILL
BE BACK.

WE WILL BE&IN WITH
THIS ONE.

HAVE
PATIENCE,
CAPTAIN.

YOUR TURN

NOW TAKE YOUR
LAST BREATH AS A
CHILD OF EARTH

YOU WILL NEVER
HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUT BREATHING
AGAIN.

YOU ARE
BORLOTH-




YOU REALLY
WANT ME TO
DO THIS?

YOU REALLY
WANT AN
EXCUSE NOT
TO? GOOD POINT.-

| CAN FEEL IT
CHARGING.

O

KEEP IT
up...

ALMOST.-..
THERE...

IT WORKED!
ENEREY RESERVES
ARE AT mAXx!

NOow You
CAN SLICE
THROUGH
THEM LIKE
BUTTER?Z 4

GET READY TO MOVE.
I'M GOING TO DISABLE
NOLISTIS AND THE
DIELOTH FIRST-

THEN I'LL BRINE
THE GUYS BACK
HERE.-

THIS IS FOR
DANIEL.-




THIS ONE IS ; i | COULD SAY THE SAME
NEARLY FINISHED A o & THING FOR YOUu!

JUST A TALKING

WITH LASER
WINES.

NOW IT'S TIME FOR
YOUR
TRANSFORMATION,
NOLISTIS.

| THINK I'LL TAKE A
LITTLE OFF THE TOP.




YOU WILL BE BEGGING
ME FOR YOUR

NOT TODAY, E N TRANSFORMATION=
HUMAN . »

—AFTER | TAKE YOUR
SIGHT AWAY.

CYEGNUS, | I'M MODIFYING THE LAMPREY'S
COouLD USE MAIN LASER BATTERIES TO EMIT
SOME 600D ONS.

L
IT SHOULD BE \|
ONE HELL OF
A SHOW. [

NEWS HERE

| NEED A FEW MORE
MINUTES.- CAN YOU HOLD




I'M BLIND
AGAIN .-

_| CAN'T SEE.

MY PUPIL
IMPLANTS GOT
RIPPED OUT

COME ON, | HAVE
A PLAN.

JUST LEAVE
ME HERE,

I'M USELESS
LIKE THIS.

7 CYENUS, ANYTIME

NOW WOULD BE
GoOD!

MY PATIENCE IS
GROWING THIN.

TIME TO
[\ FINISH WITH
You.

YOUR FIRST TASK
WILL BE TO HELP ME
CAPTURE YOUR TEAM
MEMBERS.-

/ ] M N ‘“‘3‘
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DON'T WORRY
uelLY, THE TEAM 1S
HERE!




'T ANYONE

DIDN

4

TELL YOU

IT'S LADIES




CAPTAIN, THE
LARGE PHOTON

BUT THERE IS A TEN
SECOND DELAY ONCE |
PULL THE TRIGGER, AND

' \ WE WILL ONLY BE ABLE

TO FIRE IT ONCE.-

ONCE |S ALL WE
NEED.

TARGET THE
ENERGY HIVE.
FIRE ON MY
MARK -

PYX, ANUEL, GIVE
OUR FRIEND A ONE
WAY TRIP BACK
HOME.




IT WILL TAKE MUCH
MORE THAN A BLIND

HUMAN AND HER GUIDE
DO& TO STOP ME!

HOW ABOUT A
HALF-HUMAN
HALF-BORLOTH?,




YOU GUYS HAD
BETTER CLEAR
OUT OF THERE!

YOU SEEM TO HAVE

GROWN AN EXTRA

EYE OR TWO. HOW
DO YOU FEEL?

THERE ARE NO
WORDS TO
DESCRIBE IT.

IM JUST GLAD
YOU'RE STILL
ALIVE!




MUCH OBLIGED
FOR THE LIFT.-




IO AT I —

TWENTY MINUTES LATER, WITH THE CAVE COLLAPSED
BEHIND US, WE HEAD BACK TO THE CAVE ENTRANCE,
WHERE OUR SHUTTLE AWAITS-

NO ONE SAYS A WORD- WE ARE ALL
LOST IN OUR OWN THOUGHTS.-

| IMAGINE THAT
OTHERS WOULD

PREFER TO THINK . -
ABOUT THE FUTURE, [ | | Lo 70

AND WHAT NEW THINGS
THEY WILL DISCOVER
ABOUT THEMSELVES.

I T Y- s

OR MAYBE THEY ARE
STILL FOCUSING ON
THE MISSION AT HAND,

AND MAKING SURE THE JOB |S DONE.




THIS MISSION HAS BROUGHT
US CLOSER TOGETHER THAN
ANY OTHER.

THE THINGS WE GAINED WERE [l
FAR MORE IMPORTANT.- s

.
+
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AND EVEN THOUGH A NEW MISSION g et R
ll WiLL BE WAITING FOR US TOMORROW,  [CEEME S SN

IR B

TONIGHT WE CAN CELEBRATE AS FRIENDS.

L THE END EOR NOW
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